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Mr. Mill, here or elsewhere. He generally
endeavours to ascertain Hamilton's meaning
by ranging the wide field of possibilities.
He tells us what a phrase means in certain
authors of whom Hamilton is not thinking,
or in reference to certain matters which
Hamilton is not discussing; but he hardly
ever attempts to trace the history of Hamil-
ton's own view, or the train of thought by
which it suggested itself to his mind. And
the result of this is, that Mr. Mill's inter-
pretations are generally in the potential
mood. He wastes a good deal of conjecture
in discovering what Hamilton might have
meant, when a little attention in the right
quarter would have shown what he did
mean.

The third feature of Hamilton's philosophy
which we charged Mr. Mill with misunder-